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URN#: 
IAB#: 


NATURE OF 
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we Nar 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


OFFICER INVOLVED 
SHOOTING EVALUATION 


Century Station - Field Operations Region II 
February 2, 1996 

2111 Hours 

MN S. Hooper Avenue 


096-02521-2174-051 
010014 


Deputies Kocisko and Alvarado were travelling S/B on Central Avenue, about to 
make a left turn onto E/B Manchester Avenue, when they heard a single gunshot. The 
deputies observed a male black adult running N/B across Manchester Avenue. They 
followed the male adult E/B on Manchester Avenue and then N/B on Hooper Avenue. 
At this time, the deputies noticed that the suspect was holding a handgun in his left 
hand. They ordered the suspect several times to drop his weapon. When he failed to 
comply, both deputies fired their weapons. The suspect was hit once in the upper right 
shoulder. 


COMPLETED BY: Sergeant Lamar Bleavins 


Internal Affairs Bureau 


DATE: March 4, 1996 


COUNTY...” LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DA. RTMENT 
INCIDENT DATA 


WHAT INITI ATED INCIDENT 


Call [ Observation k] Search Warrant [] Arrest Warrant [| 


LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE 
MI S. Hooper Avenue 


TYPE OF LOCATION 


Residence [ Business [] Industrial | | Parking Lot | | 
Street Backyard [|] Freeway | | Rural [| 
Other [ 


SHOOTING CONDITIONS 


Y 
Friday 


LIGHTING WEATHER 
Fair Clear 


DISTANCE 
See Exhibits 


CONTRIBUTING FACTORS 
Refer to Incident Summary 


LOS ANGE_=S COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DK. ARTMENT 
CLASSIFICATION 


ACCIDENTAL: No 
GUN TAKE-AWAY: No 


PERSON(S) ARMED: Yes 


PERSON(S) UNARMED: 
STARTLE: 


UNINTENTIONAL: 


DEPUTY IN UNIFORM: RAID JACKET: | PLAIN CLOTHES: | |] 


VEST WORN: Yes 


FOOT PURSUIT: 


No 
VEHICLE PURSUIT: No 
No 


MOVING VEHICLE: 


VEHICLE STOP: No 


TYPE OF HOLSTER: Department issue 


No 


GUN IN HOLSTER: 


STRUGGLE INVOLVED: No 


ADDITIONAL FACTS AND INFORMATION: 
See Incident Summary 


LOS ANGE_=S COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DE_ARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED 


SHOOTER 
EMPLOYEE'S NAME 


Todd Kocisko 


RANK EMPLOYEE NO. UNIT AND DIVISION / REGION OF ASSIGNMENT 
Deputy Sheriff Century Station/Field Operations Region IT 


DUTY STATUS HIRE DATE 
Continuing on Duty 05-04-88 


RAID JACKET PLAIN CLOTHES 
N/A N/A 


DECEASED | CORONER'S CASE NO. 
No N/A 


DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 
None 


WAS THE DEPUTY IMMEDIATELY REMOVED FROM THE SCENE? YES [X ] 


WAS THE DEPUTY SEQUESTERED PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW? YES [x ] 
WHERE? Century Station 


SUPERVISED BY: 
WEAPON USED 


TYPE 
Beretta Model 92F, Serial #BER065974Z 


AMMUNITION TYPE 
Winchester, 9mm Luger rounds 


RANGE QUALIFICATION (LAST DATE) |NO. OF ROUNDS FIRED BY DEPUTY NO. OF HITS 
= Five Refer to Incident Summary 


DEPUTY’S TOXICOLOGY 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE TEST FOR CAUSE ORDERED ORDERED BY 
N/A N/A 


LASER VILLAGE TRAINING (LAST DATE) PRACTICAL POLICE COURSE (LAST DATE) 


Page 1 


A DEPUTY INVOLVED 


Continued Nur 
ASSIGNMENT HISTORY 
DATE UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT RANK 
05-04-88 to 11-10-88 Academy D.S. Trainee 
07-01-90 to Present Lynwood/Century Station Deputy Sheriff 


PRIOR SHOOTING INCIDENTS (ALL KNOWN INCIDENTS WHERE DEPUTY HAS DISCHARGED A WEAPON 
INCLUDING ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES AND SHOTS FIRED AT ANIMALS OR HUMANS) 


FILE 


IAB #006269 


DATE TYPE 
10-26-93 Deputy Involved Shooting, Suspect Deceased 


-2- KOCISKO, TODD HE 


LOS ANG, ES COUNTY - SHERIFF'S D. >ARTMENT 
DEPUTY INVOLVED 


EMPLOYEE'S NAME 


Juan Alvarado 


RANK EMPLOYEE NO. UNIT AND DIVISION / REGION OF ASSIGNMENT 
Deputy Sheriff Century Station - Field Operations Region II 


DATE OF BIRTH 
Hispanic HU 


DUTY STATUS HIRE DATE 
Continuing on Duty 12-16-87 


UNIFORM RAID JACKET 
Yes No 


DECEASED | CORONER'S CASE NO. 
No N/A 


DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 
N/A 


WAS THE DEPUTY IMMEDIATELY REMOVED FROM THE SCENE? YES [X ] 


WAS THE DEPUTY SEQUESTERED PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW? YES [X ] 
WHERE? Century Station 


SUPERVISED BY: 


WEAPON USED 


AUTHORIZED 
Beretta Model 92F, Serial #BER030940A Yes 


AMMUNITION TYPE AUTHORIZED 
Winchester, 9mm Luger rounds Yes 


RANGE QUALIFICATION (LAST DATE) |NO. OF ROUNDS FIRED BY DEPUTY NO. OF HITS 
Refer to Incident Summary 


DEPUTY'S TOXICOLOGY 


UNDER THE INFLUENCE ORDERED BY 


N/A 


LASER VILLAGE TRAINING (LAST DATE) PRACTICAL POLICE COURSE (LAST DATE) 


Page 1 


DEPUTY INVOLVED 
Nu Continued ~ 


ASSIGNMENT HISTORY 
DATE UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT RANK O| 


PRIOR SHOOTING INCIDENTS (ALL KNOWN INCIDENTS WHERE DEPUTY HAS DISCHARGED A WEAPON 
INCLUDING ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES AND SHOTS FIRED AT ANIMALS OR HUMANS) 


FILE DATE TYPE 


-2- ALVARADO, JUAN 


LOS ANGE_=S COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DE ARTMENT 


SUSPECT/SUBJECT 
FIRST NAME 
RICHARD 
DECEASED 


SEX: RACE HEIGHT D.OB. 
Male Black 63” 01-02-49 No 
INJURED DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 


Yes Gunshot wound to right side of upper back 


SUSPECT'S TOXICOLOGY 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
No 


TYPE OF SUBSTANCE 
N/A 


LAST NAME 
SMITH 


LAB TEST CONDUCTED 
N/A 
TYPE OF WEAPON 
Smith & Wesson, .357 Magnum, serial HQ 


NUMBER OF HITS 
None 


Yes 


NUMBER OF SHOTS FIRED BY SUSPECT 
One 


SUSPECT VEHICLE 
None 


CRIMINAL HISTORY (ATTACH COPY OF RAPS) 
Yes 


SUMMARY OF INCIDENT 
See Incident Summary 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 


The summary of this incident is based upon the report, supplemental reports, and 
interview contained in this package (Exhibit A). It also contains information 
obtained verbally by the Internal Affairs Bureau Investigators and Homicide 
Investigators from the deputies involved, witness deputies, and civilian witnesses. 


On February 2, 1996, at approximately 2000 hours, Deputies Todd Kocisko, 
, and Juan Alvarado, “EE. Century Station, Field Operations Region II, 
were in the left turn pocket of southbound Central Avenue at Firestone Boulevard, 
when they heard a gunshot coming from the area of Firestone Boulevard and Hooper 
Avenue. Deputy Kocisko drove the patrol vehicle east on Firestone Boulevard 
toward Hooper Avenue. Both deputies saw a male, later identified as Witness EE 
, MB/ 36, , run 
across Firestone Boulevard from the south curbline to the north curbline. Deputies 
Kocisko and Alvarado then saw a male, later identified as Suspect/Victim Richard 
Larry Smith, MB/46, pas EN 
NEE. running along the north sidewalk of Firestone Boulevard toward Hooper 
Avenue. 


IAB Note: Suspect/Victim Smith's van was burglarized by two 
male Hispanics. The suspects were never apprehended. Refer to 
Exhibit A. 


Deputy Kocisko stated that he followed Suspect/Victim Smith to Hooper Avenue. 
Suspect/ Victim Smith was walking northbound on Hooper Avenue. When Deputy 
Kocisko looked over his left shoulder, he saw that Suspect/Victim Smith was holding 
a handgun in his left hand which was down by his side. Deputy Kocisko stopped his 
vehicle a few feet east of the west curbline of Hooper Avenue, just slightly behind 
Suspect/Victim Smith. While exiting the vehicle, Deputy Kocisko removed his 9mm 
pistol from its holster, pointed the gun at Suspect/Victim Smith and ordered him to 
drop his handgun. Suspect/Victim Smith ignored his command and continued to 
walk away. When Deputy Kocisko again ordered Smith to drop his handgun, he 
(Smith) stopped but continued to hold the handgun down by his side in his left hand. 
According to Deputy Kocisko, for the third time, he ordered Suspect/Victim Smith 
to drop his handgun. At this time, Deputy Kocisko could see Smith raise the 
handgun to his (Smith) waist and point the gun barrel toward him (Kocisko). Fearing 
that Suspect/Victim Smith was about to shoot him, Deputy Kocisko fired two rounds 
from his 9mm Beretta. Deputy Kocisko said he saw Smith fall to the ground. 


TAB Note: Suspect/Victim Smith was struck once in the upper 
right shoulder. (Refer to photographs) 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 1 IAB 010014 


Deputy Kocisko related that he saw Witness PY turn the corner at Firestone 
Boulevard and Hooper Avenue and walk toward him. Deputy Kocisko immediately 
detained Witness pending further investigation. He then put out an emergency 
broadcast via Sheriff's radio that he and Deputy Alvarado had been involved in a 
shooting. 


Deputy Alvarado stated essentially the same, but added that he was seated in the 
passenger side of the patrol car. He added that when Deputy Kocisko stopped the 
patrol vehicle, he opened the passenger door and exited the vehicle while 
simultaneously removing his 9mm Beretta from its holster. He indicated that he 
pointed his handgun at Suspect/Victim Smith and ordered him to drop his weapon. 
When Smith failed to comply, and began raising the handgun, Deputy Alvarado fired 
two rounds from his 9mm Beretta. Deputy Alvarado stated that Suspect/Victim 
Smith fell to the sidewalk. Deputy Alvarado said that he handcuffed him without 
further incident. 


Witness PM stated that on February 2, 1996, he was inside of an 
establishment that is known as EE.” an illegal gambling place. The building 
is located on the south side of Manchester Avenue, west of Hooper Avenue. 


IAB Note: EE is located within a storefront that has the 
name a, painted above the front 


door. 


Witness BW indicated that he walked out of WN to use the public 
telephone located on the sidewalk in front of the building, just east of the front door. 
While making a telephone call, he noticed two adult male Hispanics sitting on the 
hood of a car, parked across the street, along the north curbline of Manchester 
Avenue. Witness WWW completed his call and re-entered Y establishment. 


Witness MN related that approximately two or three minutes later he returned to 
the public telephone to make another call. He indicated that he was making his 
telephone call when he heard a vehicle burglar alarm. Victim PM focused his 
attention on a van that was parked across the street, along the north curbline of 
Manchester Avenue. Witness MW said he saw two individuals moving inside of 
the van. Witness Y returned to Y and announced that a van was being 
burglarized across the street. According to Witness EE. Suspect/Victim Smith 
said that his van was parked across the street. Suspect/Victim Smith, along with 
several other people ran out of WWW into the street. Witness Y said he 
stopped Suspect/Victim Smith and advised him not to confront the burglars if he was 
unarmed. 


Witness WWW stated that someone handed Smith a chrome .357 magnum revolver. 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 2 TAB 010014 


NE did not recall who gave Smith the gun. Witness PY stated that when 
Suspect/Victim Smith started to cross the street, the two male Hispanics, seeing the 
crowd exit EE. jumped out of the van and ran eastbound on the north 
sidewalk of Manchester Avenue. After arriving at the corner of Manchester Avenue 
and Hooper Avenue, the two burglary suspects ran northbound on Hooper Avenue. 
Witness EE stated that Suspect/Victim Smith ran approximately two or three feet 
on Manchester Avenue and fired one shot from the revolver towards the fleeing 
burglary suspects. EE indicated it appeared that Smith aimed high and fired over 
their heads. 


Witness EE related that he followed Suspect/Victim Smith at a distance of about 
eight or nine feet. According to EE. Smith turned the corner and was running 
north on the west sidewalk of Hooper Avenue when he (E) saw a two man 
Sheriff’s patrol car turn north on Hooper Avenue from eastbound Manchester 
Avenue. Witness JJ said he slowed his pace and saw the patrol car stop on 
Hooper Avenue, two or three feet north of the northwest corner. J indicated that 
Suspect/Victim Smith was standing approximately ten feet in front of the patrol car, 
on the west sidewalk of Hooper Avenue. Witness NS told IAB investigators that 
he heard three commands from the deputies. He heard, “Drop the gun!” “Drop the 
gun now!” “Drop the fucking gun!” EE stated that the passenger deputy (Deputy 
Alvarado) ordered him (MED to lay on the pavement. He complied with the 
deputy’s demands and then heard two or three gunshots. 


Witness gg. vin”, MO pes, 
EN EN. EEN. stated that he was inside a business known as 


the * ? Or‘ > which is on the south side of 
Manchester Avenue. He indicated that it was sometime after 7:30 p.m. when a 
person whom he believed to be ‘$ came in and asked who owned a van, 
because it was being broken into. EE believed that a person by the name of Smith 
said it was his van and ran out the front door. Witness [gi] said a number of men 
followed Smith out the door. He stated that the van MEE” was referring to was 
parked on the north side of Manchester Avenue, almost directly across the street 


from HON. 


Witness RM related that when he walked out to the sidewalk, he saw two male 
Hispanics get out of Smith's van and run eastbound toward Hooper Avenue. He said 
at this time, he heard one gunshot and then lost sight of Smith who had run 
northbound on Hooper Avenue, followed by Witness EE. Witness EE stated 
that approximately thirty seconds later, he heard additional gunshots coming from 
the area of Hooper Avenue. He said he heard between four to five shots in quick 
secession. He also heard Witness Y say, “That was his van, that was his van they 
were breaking into.” He then saw Witness PM put his hands on top of his head 
and lay down on the pavement. 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 3 IAB 010014 


Witness EE said he did not witness the shooting and did not know if Suspect/ 
Victim Smith had a gun with him when he ran out of EEN. 


Witness , FB/41, SE 
E | a. "stated that she was inside a business known as the 
” where gambling is conducted by persons who 
frequent the location. She said she was sitting inside the location when she saw 
Witness BW, followed by three other males, walk inside and ask who the van 
across the street belonged to because it was being burglarized. Witness KR 
indicated that Suspect/Victim Smith believed it was his and ran outside. She did not 
see Smith with a gun, but speculated that he may have concealed it. Witness 
stated that she remained inside the location and later heard that Smith had been shot. 
She told IAB investigators that she did not hear any gunshots. 


Suspect Victim Smith stated that he was at MW. a gambling den on 
Manchester Avenue. He indicated that he was playing cards when Witness Py 
came inside and said, “Someone is breaking into somebody's van!” Suspect/ Victim 
Smith said that he and several other men ran to the street and he immediately noticed 
that the alarm in his van had been activated and two males were still inside the 
vehicle. 


Suspect/Victim Smith related that a man named ff handed him a chrome 
revolver. He said that he yelled at the burglars and started to cross the street. Smith 
said that two Spanish males exited his van and started running towards Hooper 
Avenue. He stated that he chased them and fired one round at them. 


TAB Note: Suspect/Victim Smith initially stated that he fired at 
the burglars, but later stated that he fired in the air to scare them. 


Suspect/Victim Smith stated that the police drove up to his location, slammed on 
their brakes and skidded to a stop. Smith said he dropped the gun and put his hands 
in the air. Suspect/Victim Smith related that after he dropped the gun, the police 
hollered at him to “drop the gun,” one time, and they shot at him two times, hitting 
him twice. Smith said that he fell to the ground and layed still so the police would 
not shoot him anymore. 


INCIDENT SUMMARY 4 IAB 010014 


LOS ANG, ES COUNTY - SHERIFF'S D PARTMENT 
WITNESS LIST 


SWORN AND DEPT EMPLOYEES TO INCLUDE NAME, RANK, EMPLOYEE NUMBER, UNIT, AND DIVISIONREGION OF 
ASSIGNMENT - ALL OTHER WITNESSES TO INCLUDE NAME, ADDRESS (BUSINESS AND HOME) AND TELEPHONE # 


WITNESS # 1 


was interviewed on 02-00-96 at 0000 hours by Sergeants Lamar Bleavins and Linda Knutson 
of the Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was tape recorded. The person interviewed 
was given a copy of his AdministrativeRights: Yes[ ] No[ X ] 


WITNESS # 2 


was interviewed on 02-00-96 at 0000 hours by Sergeant Linda Knutson of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau. The interview was tape recorded. The person interviewed was given a copy 
of herAdministrativeRights: Yes[ ] No[ X 


WITNESS # 3 


was interviewed on 02-00-96 at 0000 hours by Sergeant Lamar Bleavins of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau. The interview was tape recorded. The person interviewed was given a copy 
of his AdministrativeRights: Yes[ ] No[ X ] 


WITNESS # 


was interviewed on at hours by — CEN 
of the Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was (was not) tape recorded. The person 
interviewed was given a copy of his/herAdministrativeRights: Yes[ ] No[ ] 


NOTE: THIS LIST ONLY CONTAINS THOSE WITNESSES PERSONALLY INTERVIEWED BY LA.B. INVESTIGATORS. 
SEE ATTACHED REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS FOR POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL WITNESSES. 


